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CITY OF WILDOMAR – PLANNING COMMISSION 
Agenda Item #2.1 

PUBLIC HEARING 
Meeting Date: December 4, 2019 

 

TO:  Chairman and Members of the Planning Commission 
 
FROM: Matthew Bassi, Planning Director  
 
SUBJECT: Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 19-03 (Sign Code Update): 

Planning Commission review and recommendation to the City Council of a 
General Rule CEQA Exemption and an amendment to Chapters 17.252 
(Sign Regulations) and 17.254 (Temporary Signs) of the Wildomar 
Municipal Code regarding permanent and temporary signs. 

STAFF REPORT 

RECOMMENDATION: 
The City Council Sign Code Amendment Ad-Hoc Committee recommends the Planning 
Commission adopt a Resolution entitled: 
 

PC RESOLUTION NO. 2019-27 
A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF 
THE CITY OF WILDOMAR, CALIFORNIA, 
RECOMMENDING CITY COUNCIL ADOPTION OF A 
GENERAL RULE AND CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTIONS 15061(B)(3) AND 
15311(A), RESPECTIVELY OF THE CEQA GUIDELINES 
AND APPROVAL OF ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 
NO. 19-03 AMENDING CHAPTER CHAPTERS 17.252 
(SIGN REGULATIONS) AND 17.254 (TEMPORARY SIGNS) 
OF THE WILDOMAR MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING 
PERMANENT AND TEMPORARY SIGNS 

BACKGROUND: 
The City Council on June 26, 2019 approved a $15,000 budget and directed the planning 
department to prepare a minor sign code amendment.  The City Council also appointed 
Council Members Beniot and Morabito as a 2-person Ad-Hoc Committee to assist staff 
with the sign code amendment effort.  The scope of the amendment was to be minor in 
nature and was to address five areas of focus: 1) regulations for off-site signs, 2) 
temporary banners, 3) enforcement procedures, 4) prohibited signs, and 5) general 
“clean-up” measures.  The Ad-Hoc Committee and staff met four times over the past few 
months.  The result of this effort is a draft Ordinance for Planning Commission review and 
recommendation to the full City Council.  Council review is scheduled for the January 8, 
2020 meeting.  
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DISCUSSION: 
The Ad-Hoc committee meetings included review of our existing sign regulations and 
evaluation of our adjacent cities.  The proposed changes relate to permanent and 
temporary sign regulations as outlined in Sections 17.252 and 17.254 of the zoning 
ordinance, respectively.  The complete sign code amendment is provided for Commission 
consideration in Attachment A, Exhibit 1.  A summary of the proposed text changes in the 
draft ordinance is provided below: 

 Section 15.92 (Real Estate Development Directional Signs) is proposed to be 
deleted in its entirety since City Council adopted the Wildomar/BIA Kiosk sign 
program back in June 2019 which replaced this code section (clean-up legislation). 

 The definition for “outdoor advertising displays” (a.k.a. billboards) is proposed to be 
amended to add “off-site real estate/new home development signs advertising 
developments outside the city” to this definition (clean-up legislation). 

 The definition of “significant resources” is proposed to be amended to remove 
references to geographical areas outside the City of Wildomar boundaries (clean-up 
legislation). 

 Section 17.252.030.A (outdoor advertising displays) is proposed to be amended to 
add “off-site real estate/new home development signs advertising developments 
outside the city” to the section prohibiting outdoor advertising displays.   

 Section 17.252.040.A (on-site advertising structures and signs) is proposed to be 
amended as “clean-up” legislation, and to allow additional freestanding signs for 
commercial centers if approved by the Planning Commission as part of a 
comprehensive sign program for the shopping center. 

 Section 17.252.040.C (on-site advertising structures and signs) is proposed to be 
amended as “clean-up” legislation. 

 Section 17.252.060 (prohibited signs) is proposed to be added as a new subsection 
to outline prohibited signs for the following: 
o inflatable devices (i.e., balloons, animals, and the like) and feather 

banners/signs; 
o off-site signs of any kind (as defined in Section 17.252.020); 
o any commercial sign (as defined in Section 17.252.020) affixed to fences/walls; 

and 
o any sign located on the roof of a building or residence. 

 Section 17.254.030.A.2 (standards for all temporary signs) is proposed to be 
amended to add the text “on a fence/wall” to the standard prohibiting temporary 
signs within the public road right-of-way. 
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 Section 17.254.030.B (real estate signs) is proposed to be amended as “clean-up” 
legislation and adding a new subsection (5) that prohibits real estate signs of any 
size located in city limits advertising a residential subdivision project outside of the 
city limits. 

 Section 17.254.030 (temporary signs) is proposed as a new subsection creating 
regulations for temporary commercial banners for individual businesses located in 
commercial, office and industrial zone districts. 

 Section 17.254.050 (enforcement) is proposed to be amended in its entirety to better 
articulate code enforcement procedures related to illegal temporary signs. 

 Section 17.254.070 (prohibited temporary signs) is proposed to be added as a new 
subsection to outline prohibited signs for the following: 
o Inflatable devices (i.e., balloons, animals, and the like) and feather signs; 
o An off-site temporary sign of any kind; 
o A temporary sign affixed to fences/walls; and 
o Any temporary sign located on the roof of a building or residence. 

Conclusion: 
Staff believes this code amendment is consistent with Ad-Hoc committee’s direction and 
recommendation in addressing the five areas of focus: 1) regulations for off-site signs, 2) 
temporary banners, 3) enforcement procedures, 4) prohibited signs, and 5) general 
“clean-up” measures.  The regulations for permanent signage will help reduce sign blight 
from illegal signs and achieve improved code enforcement practices.  Further, the 
regulations for temporary signs create a uniform standard for banners used for grand 
openings/special sales, etc., which results in better advertising opportunities.  ZOA No. 
19-03 is scheduled for review by City Council at its January 8, 2020 meeting with a 2nd 
reading of the Ordinance scheduled for the February 12, 2020 Council meeting.  The 
effective date of the adopted Ordinance will be March 12, 2020. 

ENVIRONMENTAL/CEQA DISCUSSION: 
In accordance with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (Public 
Resources Code § 21000, et seq. (“CEQA”)), a review of the potential environmental 
impacts was conducted by the Planning Department for Zoning Ordinance Amendment 
No. 19-03.  Based on this review, the Planning Department has determined that the 
adoption of the proposed amendment (which provides for only text changes) has no 
potential to impact the environment.  Therefore, Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 19-
03 meets the criteria to be exempt from CEQA pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3), which 
states that CEQA applies only to projects that have the potential for causing a significant 
effect on the environment, and where it can be seen with certainty that there is no 
possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the environment, 
the activity is not subject to CEQA. 
 
Further, construction of new signs resulting from approval of this code amendment are 
already categorically exempt from environmental review in accordance with Section 
15311(a) of the CEQA Guidelines.  Given these two factors, Zoning Ordinance 
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Amendment No. 19-03 meets the criteria for a General Rule and Categorical Exemption 
pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) and Section 15311(a) of CEQA, respectively.  As a result, 
staff is recommending the Planning Commission make a determination that Zoning 
Ordinance Amendment No. 19-03 has no potential to negatively impact the environment 
and recommend to the City Council adoption of the general rule and categorical 
exemptions as stated above. 

ZOA NO. 19-03 FINDINGS OF FACT: 
In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 17.280 of the Zoning Ordinance, the 
Planning Department recommends the Planning Commission make the following findings 
and forward these to the City Council in support of approving Zoning Ordinance 
Amendment No. 19-03. 
 
A. The proposed amendment is consistent with the City of Wildomar General Plan and 

Zoning Ordinance.  
 
Evidence:  The proposed amendment is consistent with the City of Wildomar 
General Plan in that the proposed amendment will allow for individual businesses to 
better identify banners for special situations which in turn will enhance economic 
vitality (Goal LU 7.1).  Further, the provisions outlined in the amendment will not 
impact the visual character of the business areas in that the strict regulations will 
maintain order and consistency related to temporary banners (Goal LU 4.1).  The 
amendment is also consistent with the Zoning Ordinance in that the City is allowed 
to amend its sign requirements from time to time to address changes in the 
marketplace and to keep up with current design trends.  Nothing in the proposed 
amendment will impact an individual business from having proper permanent or 
temporary business signage which is solely regulated within the sign ordinance. 

PUBLIC NOTICING: 
In accordance with Chapter 17.04 of the Wildomar Municipal Code, the Planning 
Department on November 22, 2019, published a legal notice in the Press Enterprise, a 
local newspaper of general circulation, notifying the general public of the December 4, 
2019 Planning Commission hearing where the Commission would discuss Zoning 
Ordinance Amendment No. 19-03.  Since this code amendment is not a development 
project, the provisions of Ordinance 135 requiring public hearing sign boards do not apply. 

Respectfully Submitted,    Reviewed By, 
Matthew C. Bassi     Thomas D. Jex 
Planning Director     City Attorney 

ATTACHMENTS: 
A. PC Resolution No. 2019-27 for ZOA No. 19-03 

Exhibit 1 – Draft Council Ordinance 
B. Draft Ordinance Redline-Strikeout Version 
 

ATTACHMENT A 
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PC RESOLUTION NO. 2019-27 
A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF 
THE CITY OF WILDOMAR, CALIFORNIA, 
RECOMMENDING CITY COUNCIL ADOPTION OF A 
GENERAL RULE AND CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTIONS 15061(B)(3) AND 
15311(A), RESPECTIVELY OF THE CEQA GUIDELINES 
AND APPROVAL OF ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 
NO. 19-03 AMENDING CHAPTER CHAPTERS 17.252 
(SIGN REGULATIONS) AND 17.254 (TEMPORARY SIGNS) 
OF THE WILDOMAR MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING 
PERMANENT AND TEMPORARY SIGNS 

WHEREAS, the City Council has directed the Planning Department to amend 
Chapters 17.252 and 17.254 of the Wildomar Municipal Code to amend the regulations 
for permanent and temporary signs in the City of Wildomar; and   

WHEREAS, in accordance with Chapter 17.04 of the Wildomar Municipal Code, 
the Planning Department on November 22, 2019, published a legal notice in the Press 
Enterprise, a local newspaper of general circulation, notifying the general public of the 
December 4, 2019 Planning Commission hearing where the Commission would discuss 
Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 19-03; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Wildomar Municipal Code, the City of Wildomar 
Planning Commission conducted the duly noticed public hearing on December 4, 2019 at 
which time interested persons had an opportunity to testify in support of, or opposition to 
Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 19-03, and at which time the Planning Commission 
received public testimony concerning Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 19-03, and 
made a recommendation to the City Council regarding said code amendment.  

NOW THEREFORE, the Planning Commission of the City of Wildomar, California 
does hereby resolve, determine and order as follows: 

SECTION 1.  ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION.   
In accordance with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act 

(Public Resources Code § 21000, et seq. (“CEQA”)), a review of the potential 
environmental impacts was conducted by the Planning Department for Zoning Ordinance 
Amendment No. 19-03.  Based on this review, the Planning Department has determined 
that the adoption of the proposed amendment (which provides for only text changes) has 
no potential to impact the environment.  Therefore, Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 
19-03 meets the criteria to be exempt from CEQA pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3), which 
states that CEQA applies only to projects that have the potential for causing a significant 
effect on the environment, and where it can be seen with certainty that there is no 
possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the environment, 
the activity is not subject to CEQA.  Further, construction of new signs resulting from 
approval of this code amendment are already categorically exempt from environmental 



 

review in accordance with Section 15311(a) of the CEQA Guidelines.  Given these two 
factors, Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 19-03 meets the criteria for a General Rule 
and Categorical Exemption pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) and Section 15311(a) of 
CEQA, respectively.  Therefore, staff is recommending the Planning Commission make 
a determination that Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 19-03 has no potential to 
negatively impact the environment and recommend to the City Council adoption of the 
general rule and categorical exemptions as stated above. 

SECTION 2.  REQUIRED ZOA FINDING. 
In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 17.280 of the Zoning Ordinance, the 

Planning Commission hereby makes the following finding in support of a recommendation 
to the City Council for approval of Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 19-03. 
 
A. The proposed amendment is consistent with the City of Wildomar General Plan and 

Zoning Ordinance.  

Evidence:  The proposed amendment is consistent with the City of Wildomar 
General Plan in that the proposed amendment will allow for individual businesses to 
better identify banners for special situations which in turn will enhance economic 
vitality (Goal LU 7.1).  Further, the provisions outlined in the amendment will not 
impact the visual character of the business areas in that the strict regulations will 
maintain order and consistency related to temporary banners (Goal LU 4.1).  The 
amendment is also consistent with the Zoning Ordinance in that the City is allowed 
to amend its sign requirements from time to time to address changes in the 
marketplace and to keep up with current design trends.  Nothing in the proposed 
amendment will impact an individual business from having proper permanent or 
temporary business signage which is solely regulated within the sign ordinance. 

SECTION 3.  PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION. 
Based on the foregoing finding, and on substantial evidence in the whole of the 

record, the Planning Commission hereby adopts PC Resolution No. 2019-27 
recommending City Council approval of an Ordinance, attached hereto and incorporated 
herein by reference as Exhibit 1, approving Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 19-03.  

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 4th day of December, 2019 by the 
following vote: 

AYES.    

NOES:   

ABSENT:   

ABSTAINED:   
 
 
 



 

 
____________________________ 
John Lloyd 
Planning Commission Chairman 

 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Matthew C. Bassi 
Planning Director/Minutes Secretary 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Thomas D. Jex 
City Attorney 
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DRAFT ORDINANCE NO. ____ 
A ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
WILDOMAR, CALIFORNIA ADOPTING A GENERAL RULE 
EXEMPTION PER SECTION 15061(B)(3) AND SECTION 
15311(A) OF THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
ACT (CEQA) GUIDELINES, AND APPROVAL OF ZONING 
ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 19-03 TO AMEND 
CHAPTERS 17.252 (SIGN REGULATIONS) AND 17.254 
(TEMPORARY SIGNS) OF THE WILDOMAR MUNICIPAL 
CODE PERTAINING PERMANENT AND TEMPORARY SIGNS 
IN THE CITY OF WILDOMAR 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Chapter 17.280 of the Wildomar Municipal Code 
and California Government Code, Section 65800, et seq., the City Council has the 
authority to take action on the proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 19-03; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing on December 4, 2019 
for Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 19-03, and adopted PC Resolution No. 2019-27 
recommending City Council approval of Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 19-03; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 17.280.040 of the Wildomar Municipal 
Code, the Planning Department, on __________, 2019, published a legal notice in the 
Press Enterprise, a local newspaper of general circulation, notifying the general public of 
the City Council public hearing set for __________, 2019, regarding Zoning Ordinance 
Amendment No. 19-03; and  

WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 17.280.040 of the Wildomar Municipal 
Code, the City Council conducted a duly noticed public hearing on __________, 2019, at 
which time interested persons had an opportunity to testify in support of, or opposition to 
Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 19-03, and at which time the City Council received 
public testimony concerning Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 19-03.  

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WILDOMAR HEREBY DOES ORDAIN 
AS FOLLOWS:  

SECTION 1:  ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION.  
In accordance with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act 

(Public Resources Code § 21000, et seq. (“CEQA”)), a review of the potential 
environmental impacts was conducted by the Planning Department for Zoning Ordinance 
Amendment No. 19-03.  Based on this review, the Planning Department has determined 
that the adoption of the proposed amendment (which provides for only text changes) has 
no potential to impact the environment.  Therefore, Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 
19-03 meets the criteria to be exempt from CEQA pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3), which 
states that CEQA applies only to projects that have the potential for causing a significant 

http://qcode.us/codes/othercode.php?state=ca&code=gov
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effect on the environment, and where it can be seen with certainty that there is no 
possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the environment, 
the activity is not subject to CEQA.  Further, construction of new signs resulting from 
approval of this code amendment are already categorically exempt from environmental 
review in accordance with Section 15311(a) of the CEQA Guidelines.  Given these two 
factors, Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 19-03 meets the criteria for a General Rule 
and Categorical Exemption pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) and Section 15311(a) of 
CEQA, respectively.  As a result, the City Council hereby determines that Zoning 
Ordinance Amendment No. 19-03 has no potential to negatively impact the environment, 
therefore, adopts a general rule exemption and categorical exemption in accordance with 
CEQA guidelines. 

SECTION 2.  REQUIRED ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT FINDING. 
In accordance with the provisions of the Wildomar Zoning Ordinance, the following 

finding is offered for City Council consideration in approval of Zoning Ordinance 
Amendment No. 19-03. 
 
A. The proposed amendment is consistent with the City of Wildomar General Plan and 

Zoning Ordinance. 
 

Evidence.  The proposed amendment is consistent with the City of Wildomar 
General Plan in that the proposed amendment will allow for individual businesses to 
better identify banners for special situations which in turn will enhance economic 
vitality (Goal LU 7.1).  Further, the provisions outlined in the amendment will not 
impact the visual character of the business areas in that the strict regulations will 
maintain order and consistency related to temporary banners (Goal LU 4.1).  The 
amendment is also consistent with the Zoning Ordinance in that the City is allowed 
to amend its sign requirements from time to time to address changes in the 
marketplace and to keep up with current design trends.  Nothing in the proposed 
amendment will impact an individual business from having proper permanent or 
temporary business signage which is solely regulated within the sign ordinance. 

SECTION 3. AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE 
Chapter 15.92 (Real Estate Development Directional Signs) of the Wildomar 

Municipal Code is hereby deleted in its entirety.  

SECTION 4. AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE 
Section 17.252.020 (Definitions) is hereby amended to revise the definition of 

“outdoor advertising display” to read as follows: 
 
“Outdoor advertising display” means an off-site sign, outdoor advertising structure, 

outdoor advertising sign, or mobile outdoor advertising sign used for outdoor advertising 
purposes, including, but not limited to, off-site real estate/new home development signs 
advertising developments outside the city, but not including on-site advertising signs as 
defined in this chapter and directional sign structures as provided in this Code. 



 

SECTION 5. AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE 
Section 17.252.020 (Definitions) is hereby amended to revise the definition of 

“significant resource” to read as follows:  
 

“Significant resources” means any City, state or federal site which has significant or 
potentially significant social, cultural, historical, archaeological, recreational or scenic 
resources, or which plays or potentially could play a significant role in promoting tourism. 
For the purposes of this article, the term “significant resources” shall include, but not be 
limited to, the following: 

1. Scenic highways; 
2. A corridor 500 feet in width adjacent to both sides of all highways within three-

tenths of a mile of any regional, state or federal park or recreation area; 
3. A corridor 500 feet in width adjacent to both sides of Grand Avenue from Corydon 

Road south to Clinton Keith Road, and adjacent to both sides of Clinton Keith 
Road from Interstate 15 to the city limits of the City of Murrieta; 

4. A corridor 500 feet in width, measured from the edge of the right-of-way line 
adjacent to both sides of Interstate 15 extending from north city limits to south 
city limits. 

SECTION 6. AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE 
Section 17.252.030.A (outdoor advertising displays) is hereby amended to read as 

follows: 
 

A.  General Prohibition.  Outdoor advertising displays are prohibited within the City, 
including, but not limited to, off-site real estate and/or new home directional signs 
advertising residential developments located outside the city. 

SECTION 7. AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE 
Section 17.252.040.A (on-site advertising structures and signs) is hereby 

amended to read as follows: 
A. Freestanding Signs. 

1. Located within 660 feet of the nearest edge of a freeway right-of-way line: 
a. The maximum height of a free-standing sign shall be 45 feet.  Signs may 

exceed this height provided a sign variance is approved by the Planning 
Commission. 

b. The maximum surface area of a sign shall not exceed 150 square feet per 
sign face. 

2. Shopping Centers - All Locations. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection 
(A)(1)(a) and (b) of this section, an alternate standard for freestanding on-site 
advertising signs for shopping centers is established as follows: 
a. The maximum surface area of a sign shall not exceed 50 square feet per 

sign face or 0.25 percent of the total existing building floor area in a 



 

shopping center, whichever is greater, except that in any event no sign shall 
exceed 200 square feet in surface area per sign face. 

b. The maximum height of a sign shall not exceed 20 feet.  
3. All Other Locations. 

a. The maximum height of a sign shall not exceed 20 feet. 
b. The maximum surface area of a sign shall not exceed 50 square feet per 

sign face.  
4. Number of Freestanding Signs—All Locations. Not more than one (1) 

freestanding sign shall be permitted on a parcel of land, except that if a 
shopping center has frontage on two or more streets, the shopping center shall 
be permitted two (2) freestanding signs provided that the two signs are not 
located on the same street, are at least 100 feet apart and the second sign 
does not exceed 100 square feet in surface area per sign face and 20 feet in 
height.  One additional freestanding sign per street frontage may be allowed if 
approved by the Planning Commission as part of a comprehensive sign 
program for the shopping center. 

SECTION 8. AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE 
Section 17.252.040.C (on-site advertising structures and signs) is hereby 

amended to read as follows: 
C. On-site subdivision signs shall be subject to the following minimum standards: 

1. No sign shall exceed 100 square feet in surface area per sign face. 
2. No sign shall be within 100 feet of any existing residence that is outside of the 

subdivision boundaries. 
3. No more than two (2) such signs shall be permitted for each subdivision. 
4. No sign shall be artificially lighted. 

SECTION 9. AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE 
Section 17.252 (Sign Regulations) is hereby amended to add a new subsection to 

read as follows: 
17.252.060  Prohibited Signs 
The following signs are prohibited to be located on any building or within the city: 
A. Inflatable devices (i.e., balloons, animals, and the like) and feather banners/signs. 
B. Off-site signs of any kind (as defined in Section 17.252.020). 
C. Any commercial sign (as defined in Section 17.252.020) affixed to fences/walls. 
D. Any sign located on the roof of a building or residence. 
 
  



 

SECTION 10. AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE 
Section 17.254.030.A (Standards for all Temporary Signs) of the Wildomar 

Municipal Code is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows: 
A. Standards for all Temporary Signs. 

1. No temporary sign shall be artificially lighted. 
2. No temporary sign shall be erected, placed, used or maintained within the 

public road right-of-way, or on a fence/wall (except as allowed in Section 
17.254.030.D during an election period, and Section 17.254.030.E of this 
code). 

3. No temporary sign shall be erected, placed, used or maintained upon property 
without the consent of the owner, lessee, person or entity in lawful possession 
of the property. 

4. No temporary sign shall be erected, placed, used or maintained so that it does 
any of the following: 
a. Mars, defaces, disfigures or damages any public building, structure or other 

property; 
b. Endangers the safety of persons or property; 
c. Obscures the view of any fire hydrant, traffic sign, traffic signal, street sign, 

or public informational sign; 
d. Blocks motorists’ line of vision to areas of vehicular or pedestrian traffic. 

SECTION 11.  AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE 
Section 17.254.030.B (Real Estate Signs) of the Wildomar Municipal Code is hereby 

amended in its entirety to read as follows: 
B. Standards for Real Estate Signs. 

1. For lots zoned single family residential, one sign not exceeding six square feet 
in surface area (per sign face) and not more than six feet in height.  

2. For lots zoned multi-family residential, commercial, industrial and agricultural, 
one sign on each separate frontage of the lot on the street, each sign not to 
exceed 32 square feet in surface area (per sign face) and not more than six 
feet in height.  No more than four signs are allowed per development. 

3. Riders, not to exceed two square feet in aggregate surface area (per sign face) 
may be added to the real estate sign to identify the specific agent offering the 
property for sale, to show that the property is “in escrow” or for an “open house.”  

4. The sign(s) shall be removed within 10 days of the close of escrow on the 
property or structure, or portion thereof, being sold, leased or rented. 

5. A real estate sign (of any size) located in city limits which is advertising a 
residential subdivision project outside of the city limits is considered off-site 
signage and is prohibited in accordance with Section 17.252.030.A of this code. 
The sign shall be removed within 14 days of notification by the City. 



 

SECTION 12.  AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE 
Section 17.254.030 (Temporary Signs) of the Wildomar Municipal Code is hereby 

amended to add a new subsection to read as follows: 

E. Standards for Temporary Commercial Banners. Temporary banners for individual 
businesses located in commercial, office and industrial zone districts shall be 
allowed with approval of the Planning Director and subject to the following standards: 

1. A banner may be made of paper, canvas, plastic, cloth or similar material, and 
must be attached to the building or lease space where the business is located.   

2. One (1) banner per business shall be allowed at a time.  If a business is located 
with frontage on two or more streets, one (1) additional banner per street 
frontage shall be allowed. 

3. The maximum sign area for a banner shall not exceed 36 square feet with a 
maximum vertical height dimension of three (3) feet and shall not extend above 
the eave line or parapet wall of the building.  

4. A banner is allowed to be displayed for a maximum duration of thirty (30) 
consecutive days on a quarterly basis (beginning on January 1st of each year) 
provided there is 60-day down period between display times.  In no case shall 
a banner be displayed more than four (4) times per year for the same business. 

5. The banner shall be removed within 24 hours after the end of the thirty (30) day 
display period.  

6. If a commercial center, office or industrial complex has its own approved sign 
program (as previously approved by the City of Wildomar), the standards 
outlined in this section shall not apply.   

7. Inflatable devices (i.e., balloons, animals, and the like) and feather signs used 
as a temporary business identification banner are prohibited. 

SECTION 13.  AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE 
Section 17.254.050 (Enforcement) of the Wildomar Municipal Code is hereby 

amended in its entirety to read as follows: 
A. Any temporary sign posted or otherwise affixed to property in violation of this article 

shall be considered an illegal temporary sign.  City employees, representatives or 
agents shall be authorized to remove and dispose of any illegal temporary sign as 
follows:   
1. Temporary signs on City property. Any illegal temporary sign on any public 

street, right of way, or any City-owned property may be immediately removed 
by the City. The City employee or agent removing the sign will immediately 
attempt to notify the owner of the sign, if such owner can be ascertained. 

  



 

2. Temporary signs on other property.  Any illegal temporary sign on any other 
property may be removed by the City if the authorized city employee has the 
permission of the person in lawful possession of the property to do so or is 
authorized to do so by any court of competent jurisdiction.   

B. Retrieval of removed signs.  Any person desiring to retrieve a sign removed by the 
City may do so upon the payment of an administrative fine as required in Section 
1.16.080.E.1.a of this code.  A person desiring to retrieve a sign may appeal this fine 
by submitting a written appeal to the Building Official within 15 days after the date of 
removal.  The appeal shall be conducted by review of the written appeal by an 
administrative hearing officer selected by the City Manager or his or her designee.  
The submission of a written appeal to the Building Official within the 15-day time 
period shall stay the disposal of the sign upon a decision of the hearing officer 
granting the appeal or until 10 days after mailing of a decision of the hearing officer 
denying the appeal.  The determination by the administrative hearing officer shall be 
final. 

C. Disposal of temporary signs.  Any temporary sign removed by the City may be 
considered abandoned if it is not retrieved within 15 days after the date of such 
removal and may be disposed of by the City without liability therefor to any person. 

D. The procedures, remedies and penalties for violation of this chapter and for recovery 
of costs related to enforcement are provided for in Chapter 1.16. (Code Violations) 
of the Wildomar Municipal Code. 

SECTION 14.  AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE 
Section 17.254 of the Wildomar Municipal Code is hereby amended to add a new 

subsection to read as follows: 
17.254.070  Prohibited Temporary Signs 
The following temporary signs are prohibited to be located in the city: 
A. Inflatable devices (i.e., balloons, animals, and the like) and feather signs. 
B. An off-site temporary sign of any kind. 
C. A temporary sign affixed to fences/walls. 
Any temporary sign located on the roof of a building or residence. 

SECTION 15.  SEVERABILITY 
If any Chapter, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this 

ordinance, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of any 
court of competent jurisdiction, such decision will not affect the validity of the remaining 
portions of this ordinance. The City Council hereby declares that it would have adopted 
this ordinance, and each Chapter, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, or 
portion thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more Sections, subsections, 
subdivisions, sentences, clauses, phrases, or portions thereof be declared invalid or 
unconstitutional.” 
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SECTION 16.  EFFECTIVE DATE.   
This ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after its passage by the City 

Council. 

SECTION 17. CITY CLERK ACTION 
The City Clerk is authorized and directed to cause this Ordinance to be published 

within fifteen (15) days after its passage in a newspaper of general circulation and 
circulated within the City in accordance with Government Code Chapter 36933(a) or, to 
cause this Ordinance to be published in the manner required by law using the alternative 
summary and posting procedure authorized under Government Code Chapter 39633(c). 

 INTRODUCED FOR FIRST READING this ____ day of _____, 2019. 
 
 
 
 

_____________________ 
Marsha Swanson  
Mayor 

 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:   ATTEST: 
 
 
 
____________________________  ___________________________ 
Thomas D. Jex     Janet Morales 
City Attorney      Acting City Clerk 
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SECTION 3. AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE 
Chapter 15.92 (Real Estate Development Directional Signs) of the Wildomar 

Municipal Code is hereby deleted in its entirety.  

SECTION 4. AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE 
Section 17.252.020 (Definitions) is hereby amended to revise the definition of 

“outdoor advertising display” to read as follows: 
 
“Outdoor advertising display” means an off-site sign, outdoor advertising structure, 

outdoor advertising sign, or mobile outdoor advertising sign used for outdoor advertising 
purposes, including, but not limited to, off-site real estate/new home development signs 
advertising developments outside the city, but not including on-site advertising signs as 
defined in this chapter and directional sign structures as provided in this Code. 

SECTION 5. AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE 
Section 17.252.020 (Definitions) is hereby amended to revise the definition of 

“significant resource” to read as follows:  
 

“Significant resources” means any City, state or federal site which has significant or 
potentially significant social, cultural, historical, archaeological, recreational or scenic 
resources, or which plays or potentially could play a significant role in promoting tourism. 
For the purposes of this article, the term “significant resources” shall include, but not be 
limited to, the following: 

1. Riverside National Cemetery. A strip, 660 feet in width, measured from the edge 
of the right-of-way line on both sides of I-215 from the intersection of Van Buren 
Boulevard southerly to Nance Road, and on both sides of Van Buren Boulevard 
from the intersection of I-215 westerly to Wood Road; 

2. Scenic highways; 
3. A corridor 500 feet in width adjacent to both sides of all highways within three-

tenths of a mile of any regional, state or federal park or recreation area; 
4. A corridor 500 feet in width adjacent to both sides of State Highway 74 (State 

Route 74) extending from its intersection with Interstate 15 to its intersection with 
Winchester Road (State Route 79), and from there easterly to the city limits of 
the City of Hemet, on both sides of the road; 

5. A corridor 500 feet in width adjacent to both sides of I-15 from the Riverside/San 
Diego County line northerly to the city limits of the City of Temecula; 

6. A corridor 500 feet in width adjacent to both sides of Grand Avenue from Corydon 
Road south to of the City of Lake Elsinore, just northerly of Bonnie Lea Drive, to 
Clinton Keith Road, and adjacent to both sides of Clinton Keith Road from 
Interstate 15 to the city limits of the City of Murrieta; 

7. A corridor 500 feet in width, measured from the edge of the right-of-way line 
adjacent to both sides of Interstate 15 extending from north city limits to south 



 

city limits. its intersection with State Highway 60 southerly to the city limits of the 
City of Norco. 

SECTION 6. AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE 
Section 17.252.030.A (outdoor advertising displays) is hereby amended to read as 

follows: 
 

A.  General Prohibition. Outdoor advertising displays are prohibited within the City, 
including, but not limited to, off-site real estate and/or new home directional signs 
advertising residential developments located outside the city. 

SECTION 7. AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE 
Section 17.252.040.A (on-site advertising structures and signs) is hereby 

amended to read as follows: 
A. Freestanding Signs. 

1. Located within 660 feet of the nearest edge of a freeway right-of-way line: 
a. The maximum height of a free standing sign shall be 45 feet.  Signs may 
exceed this height provided a sign variance is approved by the Planning 
Commission. 
b. The maximum surface area of a sign shall not exceed 150 square feet per 

sign face. 
2. Shopping Centers - All Locations. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection 

(A)(1)(a) and (b) of this section, an alternate standard for freestanding on-site 
advertising signs for shopping centers is established as follows: 
a. The maximum surface area of a sign shall not exceed 50 square feet per 

sign face or 0.25 percent of the total existing building floor area in a 
shopping center, whichever is greater, except that in any event no sign shall 
exceed 200 square feet in surface area per sign face. 

b. The maximum height of a sign shall not exceed 20 feet.  
3. All Other Locations. 

a. The maximum height of a sign shall not exceed 20 feet. 
b. The maximum surface area of a sign shall not exceed 50 square feet per 

sign face.  
4. Number of Freestanding Signs—All Locations. Not more than one (1) 

freestanding sign shall be permitted on a parcel of land, except that if a 
shopping center has frontage on two or more streets, the shopping center shall 
be permitted two (2) freestanding signs provided that the two signs are not 
located on the same street, are at least 100 feet apart and the second sign 
does not exceed 100 square feet in surface area per sign face and 20 feet in 
height.  One additional freestanding sign per street frontage may be allowed if 



 

approved by the Planning Commission as part of a comprehensive sign 
program for the shopping center. 

SECTION 8. AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE 
Section 17.252.040.C (on-site advertising structures and signs) is hereby 

amended to read as follows: 
C. On-site subdivision signs shall be subject to the following minimum standards: 

1. No sign shall exceed 100 square feet in surface area per sign face. 
2. No sign shall be within 100 feet of any existing residence that is outside of the 

subdivision boundaries. 
3. No more than two (2) such signs shall be permitted for each subdivision. 
4. No sign shall be artificially lighted. 

SECTION 9. AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE 
Section 17.252 (Sign Regulations) is hereby amended to add a new subsection to 

read as follows: 

17.252.060  Prohibited Signs 
The following signs are prohibited to be located on any building or within the city: 

A. Inflatable devices (i.e., balloons, animals, and the like) and feather banners/signs. 

B. Off-site signs of any kind (as defined in Section 17.252.020). 

C. Any commercial sign (as defined in Section 17.252.020) affixed to fences/walls  

D. Any sign located on the roof of a building or residence. 

SECTION 10. AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE 
Section 17.254.030.A (Standards for all Temporary Signs) of the Wildomar 

Municipal Code is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

A. Standards for all Temporary Signs. 

1. No temporary sign shall be artificially lighted. 

2. No temporary sign shall be erected, placed, used or maintained within the 
public road right-of-way, or on a fence/wall. 

3. No temporary sign shall be erected, placed, used or maintained upon property 
without the consent of the owner, lessee, person or entity in lawful possession 
of the property. 

4. No temporary sign shall be erected, placed, used or maintained so that it does 
any of the following: 

a. Mars, defaces, disfigures or damages any public building, structure or other 
property; 



 

b. Endangers the safety of persons or property; 

c. Obscures the view of any fire hydrant, traffic sign, traffic signal, street sign, 
or public informational sign; 

d. Blocks motorists’ line of vision to areas of vehicular or pedestrian traffic. 

SECTION 11.  AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE 
Section 17.254.030.B (Real Estate Signs) of the Wildomar Municipal Code is hereby 

amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

B. Standards for Real Estate Signs. 

1. For lots zoned for single family one- and two-family residential, uses: one sign 
not exceeding six square feet in surface area (per sign face) and not more than 
six feet in height.  

2. For lots zoned for multiple family residential, commercial, industrial and 
agricultural, uses: one sign on each separate frontage of the lot on the street, 
each sign not to exceed 32 square feet in surface area (per sign face) and not 
more than six feet in height.  No more than four signs are allowed per 
development. 

3. Riders, not to exceed two square feet in aggregate surface area (per sign face) 
may be added to the real estate sign to identify the specific agent offering the 
property for sale, to show that the property is “in escrow” or for an “open house.”  

4. The sign(s) shall be removed within 10 days of the close of escrow on the 
property or structure, or portion thereof, being sold, leased or rented. 

5. A real estate sign (of any size) located in city limits which is advertising a 
residential subdivision project outside of the city limits is considered off-site 
signage and is prohibited in accordance with Section 17.252.030.A of this code. 
The sign shall be removed within 14 days of notification by the City. 

SECTION 12.  AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE 
Section 17.254.030 (Temporary Signs) of the Wildomar Municipal Code is hereby 

amended to add a new subsection to read as follows: 

E. Standards for Temporary Commercial Banners. Temporary banners for individual 
businesses located in commercial, office and industrial zone districts shall be 
allowed with approval of the Planning Director and subject to the following standards: 

1. A banner may be made of paper, canvas, plastic, cloth or similar material, and 
must be attached to the building or lease space where the business is located.   

2. One (1) banner per business shall be allowed at a time.  If a business is located 
with frontage on two or more streets, one (1) additional banner per street 
frontage shall be allowed. 



 

3. The maximum sign area for a banner shall not exceed 36 square feet with a 
maximum vertical height dimension of three (3) feet, and shall not extend above 
the eave line or parapet wall of the building.  

4. A banner is allowed to be displayed for a maximum duration of thirty (30) 
consecutive days on a quarterly basis (beginning on January 1st of each year) 
provided there is 60-day down period between display times.  In no case shall 
a banner be displayed more than four (4) times per year for the same business. 

5. The banner shall be removed within 24 hours after the end of the thirty (30) day 
display period.  

6. If a commercial center, office or industrial complex has its own approved sign 
program (as previously approved by the City of Wildomar), the standards 
outlined in this section shall not apply.   

7. Inflatable devices (i.e., balloons, animals, and the like) and feather signs used 
as a temporary business identification banner are prohibited. 

SECTION 13.  AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE 
Section 17.254.050 (Enforcement) of the Wildomar Municipal Code is hereby 

amended in its entirety to read as follows: 
A. Any temporary sign posted or otherwise affixed to property in violation of this article 

shall be considered an illegal temporary sign.  City employees, representatives or 
agents shall be authorized to remove and dispose of any illegal temporary sign as 
follows:   
1. Temporary signs on City property. Any illegal temporary sign on any public 

street, right of way, or any City-owned property may be immediately removed 
by the City. The City employee or agent removing the sign will immediately 
attempt to notify the owner of the sign, if such owner can be ascertained. 

2. Temporary signs on other property.  Any illegal temporary sign on any other 
property may be removed by the City if the authorized city employee has the 
permission of the person in lawful possession of the property to do so or is 
authorized to do so by any court of competent jurisdiction.   

B. Retrieval of removed signs. Any person desiring to retrieve a sign removed by the 
City may do so upon the payment of an administrative fine outlined in Section 
1.16.080.E of this code.  A person desiring to retrieve a sign may appeal this fine by 
submitting a written appeal to the Building Official within 15 days after the date of 
removal.  The appeal shall be conducted by review of the written appeal by an 
administrative hearing officer selected by the City Manager or his or her designee.  
The submission of a written appeal to the Building Official within the 15-day time 
period shall stay the disposal of the sign upon a decision of the hearing officer 
granting the appeal or until 10 days after mailing of a decision of the hearing officer 
denying the appeal.  The determination by the administrative hearing officer shall be 
final. 



 

C. Disposal of temporary signs.  Any temporary sign removed by the City may be 
considered abandoned if it is not retrieved within 15 days after the date of such 
removal and may be disposed of by the City without liability therefor to any person. 

D. The procedures, remedies and penalties for violation of this chapter and for recovery 
of costs related to enforcement are provided for in Chapter 1.16. (Code Violations) 
of the Wildomar Municipal Code. 

SECTION 14.  AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE 
Section 17.254 of the Wildomar Municipal Code is hereby amended to add a new 

subsection to read as follows: 

17.254.070  Prohibited Temporary Signs 
The following temporary signs are prohibited to be located in the city: 

A. Inflatable devices (i.e., balloons, animals, and the like) and feather signs. 

B. An off-site temporary sign of any kind. 

C. A temporary sign affixed to fences/walls. 

D. Any temporary sign located on the roof of a building or residence. 

 

End 
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